FORTY-NINTH GENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE 2014


CHAIR

   NICK B

SOUTH EAST REGION


SECRETARY
   ANDREW H
NORTH EAST REGION

The Chair opened the meeting with a moment’s silence and the preamble.

1. 
Share experience and make recommendations on how AA’s message can be carried effectively to the LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer) community.  Could more be done to attract LGBTQ members?
Although not part of the response to the original question we understand that the word “Queer” has caused controversy and offence within our Fellowship; however the term was in the original question. To avoid further controversy and offence we will not be using it in our submission, from here on referring only to LGBT.

Having shared experience on how we attract members, we are mindful of our Traditions especially: 
Tradition 1 – Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon AA unity

Tradition 3 – The only requirement for AA membership is a desire to stop drinking

Tradition 5 – Each group has but one Primary Purpose – to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers

 We need to continue to be fully inclusive of all Special Interest Groups.

In particular when carrying the message to the LGBT community the feedback from the Fellowship suggested and this Committee recommends the following:

a. Encourage more members from the LGBT community into service

b. Ask the Literature Sub Committee to review the leaflet “A.A. and the Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholic” seeking advice from LGBT members within the Fellowship  

c. Public Information initiatives to continue to build links and to expand our co-operation with relevant bodies such as, but not limited to, Pride, Terrence Higgins Trust, Stonewall and 12th Step Facilitation organisations

Unanimous
2. 
Would the Fellowship discuss, share experience and make recommendations on the question of how AA can best carry the message to alcoholics with psychological disorders both inside and outside of the Fellowship?
Having shared experience on how we best carry the message to alcoholics with psychological disorders both inside and outside the Fellowship, members fed back the following to emphasise our singleness of purpose:

Tradition 1 – Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon AA unity

Tradition 3 – The only requirement for AA membership is a desire to stop drinking

Tradition 5 – Each group has but one Primary Purpose – to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers

It was further acknowledged that our literature already addresses these issues e.g. 
The Big Book “Alcoholics Anonymous” (Fourth Edition) states:

a. Page 58 “There are those too, who suffer from grave emotional and mental 
   
disorders, but many of them do recover if they have the capacity to be honest.”

b.
Page 133 “God has abundantly supplied this world with fine doctors, psychologists and practitioners of various kinds. Do not hesitate to take your health problems to such persons.”

The Committee recommends the following when carrying the message inside the Fellowship:

a. We should bear in mind that alcoholics may suffer from more than one illness

b. We are not doctors; we neither endorse nor oppose any course of treatment for those with psychological disorders, nor should we offer medical advice

c.
In order to protect the vulnerable, refer to The AA Structure Handbook for Great Britain 2013 –The Group, Chapter 5 - Violence and Personal Conduct 

d.

The General Service Board to increase awareness of the important work that the Non Alcoholic Trustees carry out in this field

Recognising that there is a need for the message to be carried to a broad cross section of society, the Committee recommends the following when doing so outside the Fellowship:

a. There is a range of support agencies which provides help for people with psychological disorders

b. Health Liaison work to be extended and expanded to the healthcare professionals dealing with patients with psychological disorders 

c. Reference should be made to Chapter 6 AA Service Handbook 2013 “AA and Healthcare in the Community.” This principle can be used for other disciplines throughout the service structure

d. The  Role of the Non Alcoholic Trustees specialising in this field to be encouraged in carrying the message to all professionals

Unanimous

3.       Elect Committee Chair for Conference 2015.
The Committee elected Andrew H of North East Region as Chair of Committee No. 6 for Conference 2015.
4.
  Elect Committee Secretary for Conference 2015.
The Committee elected Rob D of South West Region as Secretary of Committee No. 6 for Conference 2015.
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