Section to be added to: 

The AA Structure Handbook for Great Britain


The Group



1. Group Meetings




Participation

This is in answer to a new question ‘What should a group do if it attracts visitors in numbers from a treatment centre?’ to be added to the pamphlet The AA Group under Section 20 How do group problems get solved?  and will be number 16 (the last two sentences of number 15 will be moved to the end). 

“Cooperation between the Fellowship and treatment centres may increase attendance at AA meetings which is beneficial to the clients and can help our Fellowship to grow. However, it may affect the group’s finances if their clients do not carry money to put into the pot; also they may describe themselves as addicts rather than alcoholics. These issues can usually be overcome by adhering to the Traditions and their associated literature.

Administrators of treatment centres cannot be expected to understand the dynamics of AA groups or how they function. The Steps, Traditions and Guidelines are the responsibility of AA members, and so dialogue between the group and treatment centre may help to resolve any problem areas.
Professionals in the field of alcoholism are usually receptive to approaches from AA that are conducted in the spirit of cooperation, and usually welcome information about AA when it is offered in this way.”
