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[bookmark: _Hlk120288713][bookmark: _Hlk114508184]
AA (GB) Archives Policy Statement 2022

‘Where any civilization, or society, declines one condition is present, they forget where they came from.’

These words represent one good reason why the GSB (and Conference) re-affirm their commitment and support for archival activity as a vital and integral part of the healthy life and growth of the Fellowship in this country. Just as each of us feels that it is essential to recall and appreciate where we came from, and how we got here, so it is with the Fellowship as a whole.

The GSB recognises the urgent need for accurate records to be rescued, retained, catalogued, and used in a manner which will serve to dispel some myths which swirl distortingly around our past, thus allowing us to obtain a truer perspective and reveal to us our real heritage, so that our future may be ensured.

[bookmark: _Hlk120293087]The above statement is accepted by the GSB as the terms of reference for the Archives Sub Committee.



THE ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS GREAT BRITAIN ARCHIVE

The Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Archive spans the history of the Fellowship in Britain, dating back to the first contact with America in the 1940s through to the present day. In 2018, Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain in partnership with the Borthwick Institute for Archives began a three-year project to catalogue and preserve its archive. 

ACCESSING THE ARCHIVE

[bookmark: _Hlk120304108]The Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Archive is held at the Borthwick Institute for Archives at the University of York. The AA GB Archive is open for research to both members of the Fellowship and the general public. The online archive catalogue can be accessed here: https://borthcat.york.ac.uk/aa. Information for booking an appointment to view the archive material can be found at the Borthwick’s webpage, here: https://www.york.ac.uk/borthwick/ 

[bookmark: _Hlk120291590][bookmark: _Hlk120288750]AA GB’s archive access policy

The purpose, terms and conditions for access are outlined in AA GB’s archive access policy, which can be accessed here: https://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/download/1/Library/Documents/Archives/AA-Archives-Access-Policy-6-07-2023.docx

[bookmark: _Hlk120294023]Please note that given AA’s adherence to the Tradition of Anonymity, all users wishing to access the archive will be required to complete an Access Permissions Form to be reviewed and approved by AA GB. The form can be found here: https://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/download/1/Library/Documents/Archives/AA-Archives-Access-Policy-6-07-2023.docx


[bookmark: _Hlk120369973]AA GB’s Archive Declined Access: Appeal Policy 

The access appeal policy can be found here: https://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/download/1/Library/Documents/Archives/AA-Archive-Appeal-Policy-7-04-2023.docx

[bookmark: _Hlk120294093]The access appeal form can be found here: https://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/download/1/Library/Documents/Archives/AA-Archives-Access-Policy-6-07-2023.docx

[bookmark: _Hlk114575851]GSB’s Archives Collection Policy for GSO (York)

The GSB acknowledges the autonomy of any AA group to collect AA archival material.

On behalf of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous in Great Britain, the General Service Board (GSB) will provide safe and suitable custody in trust for AA archival material gifted to the Archives by any AA group or individual, subject to the availability of space and the approval of the Board. 

Purchases will only be made of AA archival records that are of outstanding importance to the existing collection, and then only with the express authority of the GSB.

[bookmark: _Hlk114514720][bookmark: _Hlk114515627][bookmark: _Hlk114513091][bookmark: _Hlk114513200]The terms and conditions for depositing archive materials with GSO are outlined in the ‘Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists’, which can be accessed here: Please see The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists
[bookmark: _Hlk120293347]
[bookmark: _Hlk114574712]Data Protection

In keeping with our Tradition of Anonymity, AA World Service images of Grace O. and Phillip D. (who first carried the message to the UK) will be the only images of AA members on open display. All other images/photos of AA members will be preserved in appropriate files and will be accessible through the designated channels.

All AA material is held by the Borthwick Institute under strict conditions of confidentiality. These conditions are subject to a signed contractual agreement between the Borthwick Institute and the GSB, and in no way contravene any of the Traditions of AA.

[bookmark: _Hlk114585205][bookmark: _Hlk120288808][bookmark: _Hlk114583383]Data protection for archive materials are outlined in the Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists, which can be accessed here: Please see The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists


Ownership of AA Archival Property

Even though the GSO Archives are located at the Borthwick Institute they remain the property of AA GB limited, which is the charity established by the Fellowship as a whole. Regional and intergroup archives are the property of the relevant groups, i.e., Region or Intergroup. Thus, archives are custodians of group archives, not owners of them. So, it is important that archivists guard against dispute about ownership of any archive they have been looking after that may rise after their death. 

Bequeathing archive materials is outlined in the ‘Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists’, which can be accessed here: Please see The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists


The ‘Archives’ Column of AA Service News 

The aim of this column is to bring to the attention of the wider Fellowship matters of general and perhaps lighter archival interest. Relevant articles from archivists may be included, as well as archival material from other publications, and appeals to the Fellowship for missing archival material.


[bookmark: _Hlk120288897] Archives Literature

This comprises of the following:

1. The Policy & Procedures Manual
2. Archivists Network List
3. The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivist
4. AA GB’s Archive Access Policy
5. AA GB’s Archive Access Appeal Policy
6. Why ‘Rotation’ is inappropriate when applied to Archival activity 
7. Archival Displays 
8. Intergroup Archivist - Job Description
9. Regional Archivist - Job Description
10. Fellowship Archivist - Job Description
11. Terms of Reference for the Archives Sub-Committee
12. Archives Pamphlet

It is recommended that prospective archivists become familiar with relevant historical Conference approved US and GB literature and web sites.



Recommended Practice for AA Archival Activity

Where Archivists are appointed by Regions and Intergroups in Alcoholics Anonymous (GB):

ARCHIVISTS ARE:

(A)  An informal network of enthusiasts who share the aim of preserving the Fellowship’s past and ensuring that fact prevails over fiction or myth. This network exists outside the formal service structure of the Fellowship but runs parallel to it.

ARCHIVISTS ARE NOT:

(A)  Officers in the Fellowship’s structural sense; they are more willing enthusiasts with a lifelong desire to work in the name of, and be accountable to, their Region or Intergroup.
.
(B)  Voting members of their respective assemblies, and as such are simply observers with no voting rights.       

(C)  Subject to the principle of rotation, since continuity at all levels has been shown through experience to be a vital aspect of archival work. Please see ‘Why Rotation is inappropriate when applied to Archival activity’ 

[bookmark: _Hlk120288979] A Regional Archivist should be in dialogue with the Fellowship’s Archivist and attempt to develop, where possible, archival contacts within each constituent Intergroup, with a view to enabling and co-ordinating the sharing of experience.

Experience suggests that an Intergroup Archivist should aim to develop a group of like-minded people who can work to a group conscience in collecting and preserving the past in their area. It is suggested this meeting is run on the lines of an AA business meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk120301702]It has been found highly desirable to ask Regions/Intergroups to fund the expenses of their Archivist to attend an annual network meeting in York. 

The function of this informal network of Archivists is to further or facilitate the identification, recording and securing of archival material, as well as stimulating interest in archival activity by carrying the message of “Don’t throw me away, I belong to AA.”

Experience shows this can be furthered by promoting workshops, based on such archival topics as: Anonymity; Ownership of Materials; Storage and Accessibility; Classification; Cataloguing; Conservation; Confidentiality; and Questions to ask Old Timers. 



Archivists Network

For those members of the Fellowship who may be interested in pursuing archives work, there is an informal network within which Regional Archivists are seeking to enlist the help of other enthusiasts in both Groups and Intergroups throughout GB. They share the common aim of preserving the Fellowship’s past, ensuring that fact prevails over myth or fiction.

This network exists outside the formal service structure of the Fellowship but runs parallel to it.

[bookmark: _Hlk120363444]There is an archive network meeting held once a year in York which is open to both Regional and Intergroup archivists. 
Regional Archivist’s cost of accommodation, evening meal and breakfast will be covered by GSO but not the cost of travel, which should be claimed from your region.
Intergroup archivists should claim all their expenses for accommodation, travel, and sustenance from their Intergroup (right of participation).


[bookmark: _Hlk120363369]To place your details on the Archivist Network contact Archive Administration at GSO. 


[bookmark: _Hlk120289048]Storage of Archival Material

[bookmark: _Hlk120305762][bookmark: _Hlk120304423]By necessity, storage of archival material of any system the Fellowship might operate must be implemented on a ‘decentralised’ basis. GSO or the Borthwick Institute will not store all archival material in the Fellowship, and if Regions/Intergroups may not afford to hire storage facilities that they can easily access to work on their archival material.

[bookmark: _Hlk120306000][bookmark: _Hlk120289084][bookmark: _Hlk120363629]If an archivist or an individual member is able store archival material in their home, ideally it should be kept as close as possible to the optimum storage conditions (see ‘Archives conservation’ in The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists). If this poses a problem, please contact your Regional or Fellowship Archivist.

An Intergroup or Regional archivist cannot be expected to store vast amounts of archival material, nor should this factor be a barrier to taking up the post. The important fact here is that talks take place with the Fellowship Archivist as to what arrangements can be made if storage is required. 

The most important mechanism in a de-centralised system of this nature is an inventory of who is keeping what and where. This inventory should be completed and maintained by the Intergroup or Regional Archivist.

The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists can be accessed here: [Insert link to The Guide for Alcoholics Anonymous Great Britain Intergroup and Regional Archivists] 

Archival Displays

The main purpose of an archival display is to raise the awareness of the history of AA, thereby helping to carry the message of recovery to existing members and the general public. 

Archival displays have been held at libraries, museums, hotels, church halls, and many other locations. They have been held at many different events, National Conventions, Mini-conventions and as part of public information events, etc. 

The basis of an effective display is a working group, and this organising group conscience would be the final arbiter in all decisions relating to a specific archives display.

[bookmark: _Hlk120120785]The Guide for Archival Display can be accessed here: Guide for Archival Display
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