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Hi everyone and welcome to the first Past 

Particles Edition of 2013 and Happy New 

Year. Quite a lot happened last year, there 

follows just a couple of highlights and some 

wishes from me. 
 

Last year’s Annual Archivists Meeting saw a 

total of 23 Archivists present as well as Sheila 

our GSB Chair as Observer. Of these 4 were 

newcomers to the Meeting and Archives in 

general. Considering that there is a definite 

decrease in Archivists since the 60’s 

compared to today, I find that quite positive 

but still believe we need to look at how we 

can make Archives more “inviting” to 

newcomers, and fill those positions that are 

at present empty.  
 

Although some Regions have a good network 

of Archivists such as Midlands and South East, 

some are needy. The latest addition as 

Region Archivist is Charlie from Cumbria, who 

has been voted in as North West Region 

Archivist. Congratulations Charlie. 
 

Also as part of the Archivists Meeting we 

went to the Borthwick Institute for a tour and 

presentation. I had hoped here to create 

more awareness and give my Fellows 

something to take back to their Regions and 

Intergroups, and indeed Groups. This is of 

course where our Archives and kept.  
 

We were met by Dr Chris Webb who is the 

Keeper of Archives at Borthwick. After a walk 

around the reading room, conservation area 

and storage rooms, we were given a 

presentation and invited to ask questions 

which we certainly did. 
 

As part of the question and answer session it 

became clear to me and indeed the Sub 

Committee, the need to repeat ourselves 

when doing presentations or in Past Particles, 

for example there were questions about  

 

paper clips, staples, plastic folders and white 

gloves (when holding delicate material).  

 

As I say, the need to keep reminding ourselves 

about the nuts and bolts of Archiving is a must, 

and although the Archivist with many years of 

experience may find this boring, we have to think 

of the newcomer although a good mix of new and 

old is what we strive for. 

 

 
 

           Borthwick Reading/Research Room 

 

In order to build up our Archives at GSO and 

increase the items for research purposes, we are 

looking for local “Where to finds”. These do not 

need to be originals, copies are quite satisfactory, 

these I can then send for microfilming. Also any 

local Histories or tapes would be a good addition 

to GSO Archives, again for research purposes.  
 

So, finally as Carol H. and Nick from the Sub 

Committee are rotating out this year, I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank them for their 

work over the past four years and for their 

ongoing support.  Nick was/is involved with the 

Group History Project which will be taken over by 

Brian who has been shadowing Nick for a while 

now. Carol among other things was Past Particles 

Editor which will be taken over by Peter who is 

our new Sub Committee member. 
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              The Borthwick Conservation Workroom 
 

As usual happy squirreling and any questions 

queries or just the need to say hello please get 

in touch at gsoarchives@btconnect.com 
 

In AA Love and Service, 

Stephen S - Fellowship Archivist. 
 

             Conservation of Photographs and Negatives 
 

Photographs: 
 

• Good practice for preserving photographs: 
 

• Handle photographs with clean hands and              

avoid touching the image. 
 

• Wearing clean lint-free cotton gloves             

lessens the possibility of leaving 

fingerprints. 
 

• For large or fragile photographs, slide a            

piece of paper or card underneath to act as 

a carrier. 
 

• Keep food and drink away from photographs. 
 

• Avoid marking photographs with ink. If 

necessary write lightly with an HB pencil on 

the reverse of the image. 
 

       Carol H - Archivist London Region South  

 
        Anonymity in Archives – Help required!! 
 

When I took over my groups Archives, I 

“inherited” a box of photographs from my 

sponsor and various other members of the 

group, that had been taken over the years at 

different Conventions, picnics, and birthday  

 

 
parties. These events were not classed as 

meetings as such, and it was agreed by all that 

photos could be taken. 
 

So here I am now with the request from my group 

to put on an archives display in accordance with 

our Guidelines and wonder if I should put the 

photographs I have on display or not. 
 

On the one side the photographs have been taken 

at AA events but not meetings and some of the 

members are long gone but certainly not 

forgotten. Maybe it is a good opportunity to 

remember their contribution over the years to our 

group. 
 

On the other hand it states, “first names and 

initials only”, so photographs are definitely out 

and also that only photographs of Grace O and 

Phillip D are permitted. (Or is this just at GSO?). 
 

Maybe I should just stick to the saying I once 

heard which says, “when in doubt, don’t”.                         

Anon 
 

What do you think? Can you help, what is your 

experience? All replies gratefully received.         

gsoarchives@btconnect.com 

 

      Hello from your new editor Peter G 
 

Howdy folks – First, Congratulations on Carol’s 

appointment to the Board of Trustees. Having only 

known her a short time, I’m already sure she will 

prove a real asset to the Fellowship in her new 

role. Thanks Carol also, for your service to this Sub 

Committee including your service as editor of Past 

Particles. I hope to maintain the standard set.  

 

This of course also relies on articles submitted by 

our readers out there. Let’s have some 

response/discussion to the article on Anonymity 

above, which will also help the Sub Committee on 

this issue, as well as interesting things for your 

fellow archivist’s out there.  

 

Thanks Nick too, a great job done with the Group 

History Project now in the process being handed 

over into Brian’s capable hands. 

 

I have included below Charlie’s article “as 

submitted” which hopefully may prove an easier 

read than formatted columns, and also keeps this 

edition to 4 pages for prudence regarding printing, 

and distribution costs. Please send all articles to 

gsoarchives@btconnect.com
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THE JIG SAW PUZZLE: THERE MAY BE A FEW PIECES MISSING 
 

 

My name is Charles, Archivist for Cumbria Intergroup and NW Region. My grandmother used to do jigsaw 

puzzles of various different sizes and subjects, some were more complicated than others but she seemed 

to have the patience to put the pieces together and often let others try to help find the right place for that 

certain piece that was part of the puzzle but didn’t seem to fit. Patience seemed to the name of the past 

time, the only thing worse than a missing piece was a piece that had been damaged some how being 

forced to fit. 

 

What is the overall picture in this puzzle – “The history of AA around me, my involvement, my Group, my 

Intergroup, my Region, my Country, my Continent, our World, the Universe, Infinity and beyond”. 

 

It’s a journey of perspectives, we don’t know yet about AA in a parallel universe in another cosmos but 

what we do know thanks to the social phenomenon of leaving and preserving a record of our existence 

whether its hand paintings in a cave of News papers in a library that AA started in the 1930’s, we know 

about the events in Keswick and the formation of the Oxford Group, we know about Bill and Bob. 

 

We know how and when AA came to Britain?? How did it spread?? Who spread the Message?? How did 

they spread the Message?? Do you know who and when AA started in your Area?? 

 

Do you know who started the meetings around you?? Do you have a Home Group who and when did it 

start?? Do you remember when you came into AA?? Where were you, and who Twelfth stepped you, can 

you remember their name, are they still in meetings?? What’s your memories of your involvement, were 

and when did you go to meetings can you remember who was there can you remember your name and 

theirs?? 

 

Where do you start the Jigsaw puzzle? I can’t remember if my Grandmother had a favorite start point, 

corners, centre, top, bottom, left, right, first piece out of the box?? 

 

I took on the Job as Cumbria IG Archivist and inherited 5 old National ‘where to finds’. My first thought was 

lets create an extended ‘where to find’ on the computer and list all the different meetings listed on these 

different ‘where to finds’. This listed changes in venues, opening times, telephone contacts, and listed 

meetings that were no longer running. So for example, I became aware that the Barrow Monday meeting 

had been in 3 different venues from one date to another. Due to my involvement with IG service, I had 

thankfully collected IG Minutes from 1999 to 2006. I went through these minutes and gathered as much 

information which at that time I added to the ‘where to find’. 

 

This was the first piece in the puzzle of “AA in Cumbria”, a start point. Something to discuss with the old 

timers and other AA members at the meetings I went to, taking a writing pad and pen, making members 

aware of my involvement with the Archives, and what I was trying to do. I made lots of notes which add to 

the overall picture. The thing with a puzzle in a box is you get a picture on the box. With Archives you 

don’t, you have to keep a very open mind. 
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After I had made the effort to wander across the county going to meetings and making notes, a member 

decided to give me his collection of Intergroup minutes from 1979 to 1984. Then my self and another 

member collected minutes from 1996 to 2012. So we had IG minutes 1979-1984, and 1999-2012. 

 

Then Intergroup wanted me to produce a ‘time line’ to show evidence of my work to the rest of the 

Fellowship, as there had been complaints about the expense of sending me to York twice. The main 

complaint at Intergroup was the cost of accommodation. In hindsight I should have found some cheaper 

accommodation. I have since addressed the overspend. These trips to York to attend the Archivist 

meetings were invaluable. I learnt so much about how to go about creating and presenting an Archive it 

was amazing. The second time I went, I got the opportunity to look through the GSO archive of ‘pink slips’ 

and registration letters. This was another piece of the puzzle. 

 

With a gap in IG minutes 1984-1999, it was almost impossible to create a complete time line which caused 

some frustration and stress. Then, after attending a meeting I don’t usually attend, a member decided to 

empty his house of AA paperwork which included IG minutes from 1984-1999. We now have IG minutes 

from 1979-2012. Cumbria Intergroup started in 1974 (which is recorded in NW IG minutes kept on 

microfilm at GSO, but no Cumbria IG minutes survive) then at some point IG disbanded and restarted, it’s 

believed in 1979 which is when surviving minutes start. 

 

I read through the Cumbria IG Minutes making note of any mention of any meeting either in ‘group 

reports’ or an IG ‘where to find’. I went through the National ‘where to finds’ I had and then went through 

the National ‘where to finds’ at GSO 1961-1990, when I went to the Archivists meeting, putting all the 

Cumbria meetings on my computer. I also went through the Share magazines I had been given, and the 

Share magazines on display at GSO, after a member made me aware of the information they contain 

relating to AA Events and Group news, new meetings and closures. 

 

My initial extended ‘where to find’ had changed to 4 folders of every known meeting in Cumbria in 

alphabetical order. I became aware that through extracting Group reports from the IG minutes, and with 

the other information from GSO registration, IG and National ‘where to finds’, Share magazine and AA 

news, that it was now possible to create individual group histories and the ‘Time Line’.  

 

I started photographing the still existing buildings that had housed the sixty meetings that had been in 

Cumbria since 1961, and created a photographic ‘time line’ which comprised of a Group name and 

registration No, a photo of first venue, first mention in ‘where to find’, Share, GSO registration letter (often 

just a few words sent by founder members), first IG report, all on a A4 piece of paper laminated. I am still 

finishing the group histories as my typing skills are non existent. 

 

We have ‘Archived’ our IG minutes ready to be microfilmed, and created an overall picture of the history of 

AA in Cumbria, out of many different pieces of information, like a picture puzzle. There are a few pieces 

missing which may never be found now but all is not lost. Very rewarding AA service. 

 

In the Cumbria IG minutes, there is in the Region reports, the beginning of NW Region ‘Region No 1’. These 

reports list the IG’s involved at the time, and for NW Region meeting for March as NW Region Archivist, I 

hope to display the beginnings of NW Region, where I hope to display the Cumbria IG Region Reports and 

lists of the meetings which were part of the participating IG’s.  

 

It’s a starting place first piece of the puzzle. Cumbria IG is just one of 11 IG’s now in NW Region. One piece 

of a bigger picture, Cumbria’s founder member was sobered up in Moston Hospital and was involved in 

Liverpool AA.  

 

In Fellowship Charles, Archivist for Cumbria Intergroup and NW Region. 


