
Past Particles – Online 

What is Past Particles? 

Past Particles is the Archives Newsletter of Alcoholics Anonymous in Great Britain.  
The first edition appeared in March 1991 as Archives News (UK).  There was then a 
gap of some 6⅟₂ years before Volume 1 no 2 appeared in December 1997 and 
featured the “squirrel”.  Numbers 3, 4 and 5 followed until Volume 1 number 6 was 
published in November 2000 and we entered another hiatus.  So June 2007 marks 
the end of a second 6⅟₂ year gap and the start of efforts to get an Online Version of 
Past Particles up and running. 

 

Members of the Archives network will be invited to contribute to this venture and in 
the meantime here are some extracts and descriptions of topics under discussion 
from past years to whet the appetite. 

 

Volume 1 Number 1, March 1991 

George R wrote: 

“Space is our present top priority and a tentative request has been made to the 
acting General Secretary (Jim K) for a room (or a part) so that we can install steel 
shelving and box files and begin the process of creating some catalogued order out 
of the more-or-less inventoried heap of boxes in the office. 

Our present thinking is that we might have three main sections – Business records; 
Histories and Memorabilia and artefacts. Boxes would bear numbers and brief 
description of their main contents.  Cross reference card-indices would be complied 
slowly and laboriously. 

We are also beginning to feel the need (as with most service in AA) for an 
ARCHIVES Committee of some kind..... . 

 

The possibility of some kind of get-together of regional archivists seems potentially 
very valuable and it has not slipped from our vision.   

 

Archives in Scotland  Noel F (Scottish Archivist) continues with her self-imposed task 
of writing the history of the Scottish Committee, lends valuable support to the work at 
G.S.O and co-ordinates the archives programme in Scotland.  Brief, outline histories 
of AA in areas, or particular regions, have been collected and displayed; group 



histories are being compiled slowly but steadily, and Roundabout office has issued 
its first newsletter “Around & About”.” 

Volume 1 Number 2 December 1997 

By now an Archives Committee had been established and at its August meeting 
evaluated the Archives display at the 50 years Convention in Blackpool.  A Regional 
Archivists Meeting was to be held at GSO on 21st February 1998. 

Work was continuing at GSO on sorting through material including some which had 
come in following the 50 years Convention.  Material was being sorted into the 
following groupings: 

Service Structure; Regions; Memorabilia; Correspondence; Reference 
material; Conventions; Group Histories; Publications. 

Contact had been made with the daughter of Philip D of Scotland who had sent GSO 
a signed photo of Bill W which had been given to “Philip and our friends in Scotland.” 

A Condensed History of Continental Europe Region and a pamphlet on the 
Beginning and Growth of AA in Leeds had been sent to GSO. 

An Archives Workshop had been held in SE Region and Archives featured at the 
Services Meeting at the Blue Bonnets Gathering in October. 

 

 

Volume 1 Number 3  December 1998 

The 2 sided newsletter provided tips on organising an Archives Workshop for 
Intergroups and Regions.   

 

 

Volume 1 Number 4  November 1999  

This edition asked archivists to remember that currents happenings need to be 
archived:  “Most importantly, if we are really to learn from our collective “experience, 
strength and hope”, we must remember to collect pro-actively and always encourage 
others to do so as well.  Acid-free storage, as far as possible, needs to be 
considered from the outset.  Only in this way will we avoid those irritating and 
frustrating gaps in our records in the years to come.  Similarly, electronic storage will 
become a method of increasing availability and choice.”   

 



Volume 1 Number 5  April 2000 

Joe H had been appointed as Fellowship Archivist and 9 Regional Archivists were 
listed with contact details.   

The lead article asked whether Archives displays were the best way of engaging 
Fellowship interest given the time, effort and money needed to set them up.  
Alternative suggestions were inviting oldtimers to share at Conventions or producing 
a video of still photos with commentary.   

Noel F provided a report on Archives in Scotland where all but one Region boasted 
an Archivist.  She also provided a brief outline of the early days of AA in Scotland 
and the role played by Philip D who brought the message to Scotland.  The first 
Scottish group to register , in 1950, was founded at the St Enoch Hotel, Glasgow .  
Noel had been in contact with one of Philip D’s daughters who had written a book 
about her father.   

Dolores R, Archivist for Continental European Region, had written a brief article 
about English speaking AA in Europe.  AA arrived in Europe with American 
servicemen during after World War 2.  Early groups registering with GSO New York 
included Frankfurt (1948), Bremen (1948) and Niebull (1950).  By 1961 20 groups 
were registered and by 1964 a Greater Frankfurt Area Intergroup had been formed. 

In 1980 GSO Great Britain invited the Intergroup to attend Conference in Manchester 
but at this stage an invitation to become part of the service structure og Great Britain 
as a Region was rejected.  The Intergroup continued to expand to include English 
speaking groups in Finland, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland.   In 
1987 a formal request was made to GSO in York to become a Region and at 
Conference 1988 region 15 was created. 

South Midlands Intergroup had produced 50 copies of a booklet of group histories to 
mark the millennium.   

 

 

Volume 1 Number 6  November 2000 

Joe H had been looking at records dating from kept by the London Service Office in 
Redcliffe Gardens.  He reports:  “There were 5,645 telephone calls, letters and 
callers in total for 1954.  Of these, 983 were definite AA enquiries made to the 
London Service Office.  712 were from males (indicated as a slight decrease) and 
262 from females (a 30% increase). ....  221 enquiries came from members of the 
medical profession and hospitals.” 

A reference was made to the twentieth anniversary of the death of Marty Mann on 22 
July 1980.  Marty was the first woman to attain long-term sobriety in AA.  Her story 



“Women suffer too” is included in the Big Book.  She was active in educating people 
about alcoholism and founded the National Council on Alcoholism.  In 1969 she told 
a US Senate sub-committee “I had discovered the strength of the stigma that lay on 
alcoholism.  I had discovered the conspiracy of silence that existed about it.  I had 
discovered that families were inclined to protect their alcoholic and that they were 
totally unaware of the fact that this protection was actually preventing their alcoholic 
from getting help.” 

Members were reminded about the preparation of the 4th edition of the Big Book 
authorised by Conference in USA in 1997.  The fact that the Big Book had sold over 
20 million copies was also mentioned.  It took 36 years to sell the first million but 
over 1 million English Language editions were being distributed each year with over 
40 other language editions published. 

Noel F provided some hints and suggestions on Archives work: 

• Broadcast by whatever means available that any form of archival material will 
be welcome 

• Involve GSRs and Group members in collecting paperwork and group 
histories 

• Form a committee of interested members 
• If you find members have their own collections, encourage them to ensure 

they ultimately come to the Archivist 
• Consider holding an Intergroup or Regional workshop.  You will be amazed at 

the interest shown. 
• A small display generates enthusiasm.  Make sure it is easily transportable. 
• Don’t get discouraged but keep plugging away – this form of service is 

immensely rewarding. 

Noel also reported that the book about Philip D entitled Sir Philip Dundas written by 
his daughter has been published (in May 2000)   

The South Midlands Intergroup group history book had entered a 2nd edition with 
groups not included in the 1st edition sending information through to the archivist! 

The final page of the newsletter carried an extract from “AA’s roots on the Oxford 
Group” written by William Hunter, a non-alcoholic friend of AA, and AA member 
MDB.  The booklet, published in 1988, could be obtained from GSO New York.   


